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ST PAULS ANGLICAN CHURCH

BURWOOD

Diocese of Sydney | New South Wales, Australia
Introduction

St Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood, is a historic and
flourishing parish in the heart of Sydney’s Inner West.
Founded on Tractarian principles and rooted in the
Anglican Catholic tradition, the parish has for more
than 150 years sought to offer worship that is reverent,
Biblical, prayerful, and grounded in the sacramental
life of the Church, while remaining deeply engaged
with the pastoral and spiritual needs of the wider
community.
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Throughout the Diocese of Sydney and beyond, St
Paul’s is recognised for the dignity of its liturgy,

the beauty of its music, the quality of its preaching,
and the warmth and generosity of its parish life.

The parish seeks to hold together the riches of the
Anglican tradition with a sincere and outward-
looking commitment to Christian witness, hospitality,
and service.

Set prominently on one of Burwood’s highest points,
the parish church stands not only as a landmark of
architectural significance, but also as a visible sign of
continuity, prayer, and Christian presence within a
rapidly changing urban environment. Worshippers
are drawn from across Sydney by the parish’s
liturgical life, musical tradition, pastoral culture,
and sense of spiritual seriousness.
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As St Paul’s prepares to appoint a new Rector,

the parish seeks a priest who will cherish and
strengthen these foundations while helping the

parish grow confidently into the future. The next
Rector will be called not merely to preserve a
tradition, but to lead a living parish community:
nurturing discipleship, deepening pastoral care,

encouraging outreach and mission, and helping

| St Paul’s continue to flourish as a faithful,

. ? prayerful, and welcoming Anglican parish for

G generations to come.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARISH

The origins of St Paul’s Burwood lie in the expanding nineteenth-century
Parish of St Thomas’, Enfield. As Burwood developed into one of Sydney’s
most prosperous suburban districts during the Victorian period, local
Anglicans recognised the need for a substantial new church to serve the
growing population.

The eminent colonial architect Edmund Blacket, whose work shaped much

of Anglican Sydney, was commissioned to design the church. The foundation
stone was laid on 29 July 1871, and the nave opened for worship in April 1872.
Additional sections of the building were completed over subsequent decades,
culminating in the completion of the tower in 1924, which remains one of the
defining landmarks of the Burwood skyline.

Constructed from Sydney sandstone in the Gothic Revival style, the church

is widely regarded as one of the finest parish churches in Sydney’s Inner
West. Its architecture, stained glass, carved furnishings, chapels, and liturgical
appointments create a setting of exceptional beauty and reverence that
continues to shape the spiritual life of the parish.

The church and its historic pipe organ are listed on the New South Wales State
Heritage Register for their architectural, historical, and cultural significance.
Over successive generations, St Paul’s has maintained a reputation for
dignified Anglican worship, strong ceremonial life, sacred music of a high
standard, and faithful pastoral ministry.

The parish’s history reflects both continuity and renewal. Guided by a
succession of devoted rectors, clergy, musicians, and lay leaders, St Paul’s
has continued to
evolve while remaining
firmly grounded in the
Anglican tradition that
shaped its foundation.
Today the parish
remains proud of its
heritage while actively
discerning how best to
proclaim the Gospel in
contemporary Sydney.

St Paul’s has maintained a
reputation for dignified Anglican
worsﬁip, strong ceremonial [ife,

sacred music of a ﬁigh standard,
and faitﬁfu[ pastora[ ministry.




THE BURWOOD COMMUNITY

Burwood is one of Sydney’s most dynamic and culturally diverse urban
centres. Located approximately 10 kilometres west of the Sydney CBD, the
suburb has become a major residential, commercial, educational, and transport
hub within the Inner West.

The municipality is characterised by remarkable cultural diversity. Large
Chinese, Korean, Indian, and other multicultural communities contribute
richly to the social and cultural life. Burwood’s streetscape reflects both its
history and its rapid transformation: heritage homes and federation streets
stand alongside modern apartment developments, retail centres, restaurants,
educational institutions, and community facilities.

The parish ministers within a community that is increasingly diverse not only
culturally, but also socially and economically. Those connected with the parish
and wider district include:

Young families and professionals;

St Paul’s attracts

. Long-established local residents;
worshippers

. Elderly parishioners and retirees;

from well beyonc[
(Burwood

University and tertiary students;

Newly arrived migrants;

. People living alone or socially isolated;
. Those exploring faith or seeking spiritual depth;
Individuals drawn by the parish’s liturgical and musical life.

The church’s proximity to major public transport links enables St Paul’s to
attract worshippers from well beyond Burwood itself, including many from
across Sydney who seek traditional Anglican worship rooted in Biblical
teaching, reverence and sacramental theology.

Ministry within contemporary Burwood requires both confidence and
sensitivity: a capacity to engage thoughtfully with a rapidly changing urban
environment while remaining faithful to the Gospel and the traditions of
Anglican worship. The parish sees significant opportunities for outreach,
hospitality, evangelism, pastoral care, and community engagement within this
setting.

THESTYLE AND CHARACTER
OF THE PARISH

St Paul’s is firmly grounded in the Anglican

Catholic and Tractarian traditions within the
Anglican Church of Australia. Worship is marked by
reverence, ceremonial dignity, theological depth, and
a strong sacramental understanding of the Church’s
life and mission.

The parish values:

Parishioners value continuity with the wider
Catholic tradition of Anglicanism while also
seeking a parish community that is pastorally
open, humane, inclusive, intellectually serious,
and spiritually grounded.

St Paul’s attracts worshippers who appreciate
thoughtful preaching, disciplined liturgy,
beauty in worship, theological substance, and
a parish culture that combines dignity with
warmth and kindness. Many parishioners
speak of the church as a place of prayerful
stability, inclusiveness and spiritual refuge
within the busyness of modern urban life.

Faithful and prayerful liturgy;
Strong preaching and teaching;
Frequent celebration of the Eucharist;

Traditional Anglican worship, including Choral
Eucharist, Evening Prayer, and Choral Evensong;

Sacred music of a high standard;
Spiritual formation and devotional life;

Pastoral care rooted in compassion and
attentiveness;

Beauty in worship as an expression of the glory
of God;

A welcoming and generous parish culture.



WORSHIP AND SERVICES

The worshipping life of St Paul’s stands at the very centre of the parish’s
identity and mission.

Sunday services currently include:

. 8:00am Said Eucharist with hymns;

. 10:00am Choral Eucharist.

Weekday worship includes:

. 10:15am Wednesday Eucharist in the Chapel of Our Lord’s Passion;

. 5:40pm Monthly Friday Evening Prayer and Eucharist in the Chapel of Our
Lord’s Passion.

The liturgy is carefully and prayerfully prepared, drawing upon the richness
of Anglican tradition and shaped by a strong ceremonial life. Worship is
supported by a dedicated sacristan, servers, musicians, readers, bell ringers,
welcomers, flower arrangers, and numerous volunteers whose ministry
contributes greatly to the dignity and smooth running of services.

Special liturgical observances throughout the year include:
*  Choral Eucharists for major feasts and holy days;

*  Choral Evensong (at least five annually);

o The annual Carol Service;

¢  Advent and Christmas liturgies;

*  Holy Week and Easter ceremonies;

o The Patronal Festival,;

o The annual Feast of Dedication Orchestral Mass;

*  Civic and commemorative services as required.

The church building itself contributes profoundly to the worshipping
experience. The beauty of the architecture, the atmosphere of stillness and
devotion, and the continuity of Anglican ceremonial life all help shape a
liturgical environment that parishioners and visitors alike find spiritually
nourishing.




STRONG MINISTRY AND SUPPORT TEAMS

St Paul’s benefits from a committed and experienced ministry team comprising
a Rector, Senior Assistant Priest, Honorary Assistant Priest, a Lay Minister and
a Licensed Lay Assistant, the Director of Music, Organist and Head Server.

The parish has a long tradition of collaborative ministry and values the gifts
and contributions of both ordained and lay leadership across many aspects of
parish life, including:

Liturgical leadership;
Pastoral visitation;

. Spiritual formation;

« Music and choir training;
Parish administration;
Community outreach;

. Sacristy and ceremonial preparation;

. Bell ringing;

Hospitality and fellowship ministries;
Flower arranging and church decoration;
. Heritage care and maintenance.

The parish is blessed by parishioners who contribute generously and faithfully
to the life of the church. Many have longstanding connections to St Paul’s

and possess significant professional, pastoral, administrative, and practical
experience that supports the parish’s ongoing ministry.

The Rector is therefore supported not only by formal parish structures, but
also by a capable and deeply committed congregation that values responsible
stewardship and active participation in parish life.
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OUR MISSTON

St Paul’s seeks to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship,
witness, service, teaching, and community.

The parish aims:
. To offer worship that reflects the beauty and holiness of God;

To nurture discipleship and spiritual maturity;

. To provide compassionate and faithful pastoral care;

. To welcome all people with dignity and generosity;

. To serve the vulnerable and marginalised;

. Tomaintain a visible Christian presence within the heart of Burwood;

. To deepen engagement with the wider community through hospitality,
music, education, and outreach.

The parish understands mission not simply in terms of numerical growth,
but as faithful Christian witness expressed through worship, prayer, service,
teaching, pastoral care, and community life.

At the same time, St Paul’s is eager to explore fresh opportunities for
evangelism and outreach within a changing urban environment. The parish
recognises that its strong liturgical and musical tradition provides not

only continuity with the past but also a meaningful point of connection for
many people seeking spiritual depth, beauty, stability, and belonging in
contemporary society.




A VITAL MUSIC PROGRAM

Music has long stood at the heart of the life and identity of St
Paul’s.

The Choir of St Paul’s has served the parish since shortly after its
foundation in the nineteenth century and continues to uphold a
strong, respected choral tradition. The choir supports the weekly
Choral Eucharist, festival liturgies, Choral Evensong, major feast
days, civic services, and other special occasions throughout the
year.

Its repertoire spans many centuries
of sacred music, including:

. Gregorian chant;

Music has [ong stood at
the heart of the [ij"e and

. Renaissance polyphony;

. Anglican cathedral music;

identity of St Paul’s,

. (lassical and Romantic settings;
. Twentieth-century liturgical music;
. Contemporary sacred compositions.

The parish’s music program is led by an experienced and highly
qualified Director of Music with substantial knowledge of
liturgical practice, expertise in liturgical music, organ performance
skills, and choral training.

At St Paul’s, music is understood not as an addition to worship,
but as an integral expression of theology, devotion, prayer, and
beauty. Sacred music forms part of the parish’s wider mission and
public witness, drawing many visitors and worshippers into the

In recognition of the importance of music within the parish, St Paul’s Music
Inc. was established in 2024 to strengthen and support the parish’s musical life
and long-term development.

The church’s historic nineteenth-century pipe organ continues to play a central
role in the worship and musical life of the parish and remains an important
part of St Paul’s heritage. While greatly valued for its character, history, and
contribution to the Anglican liturgical tradition, the instrument also presents
some of the challenges naturally associated with an organ of its age. Looking
to the future, the parish recognises that thoughtful restoration, adaptation,

or enhancement work will eventually be required to ensure the organ can
continue to serve the musical and liturgical demands of a twenty-first-century
parish church effectively and sensitively.

Beyond regular services, St Paul’s hosts recitals, concerts, and special
musical events that attract members of the wider community and contribute
significantly to the cultural life of Burwood and the Inner West.

The parish, therefore, seeks a Rector who not only appreciates sacred music
but also understands its pastoral, theological, and evangelistic significance.

STPAULS MUSIC ..
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COMMUNITY
OUTREACH:
PARISH PANTRY

One of the most significant
ministries of St Paul’s is
the Parish Pantry outreach
program.

Supported by a large and i —
committed team of volunteers, |
the Pantry provides food and household essentials to
nearly 300 clients each week. Operating several hours each
Tuesday and Thursday, the ministry supports individuals
and families experiencing food insecurity and provides
home deliveries for those unable to attend in person.

The Pantry has become a substantial and respected
ministry within the local community and has been
recognised and nominated in the Burwood Council’s
Volunteer Recognition Awards. It reflects the parish’s
conviction that Christian witness must be expressed not
only through worship and teaching, but also through
practical compassion, dignity, and care for those in need.

Importantly, the ministry has also created opportunities
for pastoral engagement, relationship-building, and trust

Ohe Pantry has become a
substantial and respectec[ ministmz

within the [ocal communitxz

across the wider community. For many clients, the
Pantry is not merely a source of material assistance
but a place of kindness, welcome, and human
connection.

The parish hopes to continue strengthening this
ministry and developing further opportunities for
outreach and community engagement in the years
ahead.



EDUCATION FACILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES

St Paul’s is situated near numerous educational institutions, making ministry
among students, families, educators, and young adults an important
opportunity for the parish.

Nearby institutions include:

. Anglican independent schools: Meridan & Trinity Grammar;

. Primary and secondary Government and other independent schools
. TAFE campuses;

. The Australian Catholic University at Strathfield;

- Universities accessible by public transport across Sydney.

The parish’s location, liturgical life, and musical tradition provide
opportunities for:

. Choral scholarships;

. Student involvement in music and worship;
- Young adult ministry;

 Educational partnerships;

. Cultural and community events;

. Lectures, concerts, and public discussions.

The parish recognises the importance of thoughtful engagement with younger
generations and hopes to continue developing ministries that support
children, youth, students, and young families in meaningful and sustainable
ways.

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

MUSIC.@ S

Recital Series Challenge your thinking with provocative ideas from thought leaders
. 4 e o ere: al Burwood
en:

‘ For further information contact Phillp Seale ‘

0405 198 420 o

Note donation atithe door:

1:15pm = Tuesday 19 May 2026 : STPAULS I

Supported by &US IC in.

FESTIVAL OF WILD ID

To book: hi

PARISH BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY

The Church

The church building is one of the architectural landmarks of Sydney’s
Inner West. Designed by Edmund Blacket in the Gothic Revival style and
constructed from Sydney sandstone, it embodies dignity, permanence, and
sacred beauty.

Over the past decade, extensive restoration and conservation works have been

undertaken to preserve the church and strengthen it for future generations.

These works have included stone masonry restoration, repairs to internal

flooring and ceilings, upgrades to air-conditioning and fire safety systems,

mosaic restoration, improved lighting, and the provision of hand-embroidered
kneelers.

The church remains both
a place of worship and

a significant heritage
building valued by
parishioners, visitors, and
the wider community.

ohe church building is one of
the architectural landmarks of

Sydney's Inner West.
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The Rectory

The Rectory, built in 1897, is a substantial Queen Anne residence situated on
Burwood Road adjacent to the church. The building comprises two storeys
and four bedrooms and is suitable for accommodating a family and guests.

Significant exterior works were completed during 2025 and early 2026,
including roof repairs, improved drainage, and installation of a new laundry.
Further internal works are planned, including repainting, bathroom upgrades,
and floor restoration.

The parish understands the Rectory not simply as clergy accommodation, but
as an important centre of hospitality, pastoral ministry, and parish life.

Parish Hall and Offices

The parish hall, constructed during
the 1950s, has undergone substantial
renovation and upgrading in recent
years. Improvements include:

« A commercial kitchen;

. Upgraded bathrooms;

. Accessible toilet facilities;

. A baby change room;

. Disabled access ramp;

. Archive and collation facilities;

. Parish offices and meeting spaces.

Additional office facilities now

support clergy, lay assistants,
administration, and the Parish
Pantry ministry. Refrigerated storage
adjacent to the offices supports food
distribution and outreach activities.

The upper level at the southern end
of the hall is leased for community
use, contributing to parish income
and broader community engagement,
while the St Paul’s choir room is
located on the upper level at the
northern end of the hall.

Blacket House

The parish also owns Blacket House,
a substantial Victorian property
with four residential units. Managed
by elected trustees, the property
generates ongoing rental income
that supports the parish’s long-term
financial stability and ministry.

Collectively, the church, rectory,
hall, Blacket House, and associated
buildings form part of a recognised
heritage precinct under the NSW
heritage framework and Burwood
Council planning controls.




PARISH GOVERNANCE AND STEWARDSHIP

St Paul’s benefits from committed lay leadership, responsible governance, and
a strong culture of stewardship.

Wardens, Parish Councillors, trustees, volunteers, and ministry leaders
collaborate to support the parish’s mission, finances, buildings, and long-term
planning.

Parishioners take their responsibilities for financial oversight, heritage
conservation, ministry support, and the careful management of parish
resources seriously. The parish values transparency, collegiality, and
thoughtful decision-making in its affairs.

This culture of shared responsibility has enabled St Paul’s to undertake
significant restoration works, strengthen outreach ministries, and maintain a
stable and sustainable parish life.

PARISH LIFE AND FELLOWSHIP

St Paul’s is more than a place of worship; it is a community shaped by prayer,
fellowship, hospitality, and shared service.

Parish life is strengthened through:

. Fellowship after services;

. Shared meals and parish gatherings;
. Study and devotional groups;

« Music and cultural events;

« Volunteer ministries;

« Seasonal celebrations and festivals;

. Outreach and service activities.

Many parishioners speak warmly of the kindness, stability, inclusiveness and
sense of belonging they have found at St Paul’s. Visitors frequently remark
upon the parish’s combination of reverence and warmth: a community that
values dignity in worship while remaining approachable, welcoming, and
deeply human.

The parish seeks a Rector who will continue to foster healthy parish
relationships, spiritual depth, and a culture of generosity, encouragement, and
mutual care.
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PARISH WEBSITE AND PUBLICATIONS

The parish maintains an active website that serves as an important point of
contact for parishioners, visitors, and newcomers.

The website provides:

. Service times and parish information;

. News and events;

« Music lists;

. Weekly Orders of Service

. Information about outreach ministries;

. Notices regarding special liturgies and parish activities.

Parish Website: www.stpaulsburwood.org.au

Alongside its online presence, St Paul’s has maintained a strong tradition of
parish publications since the early 1880s, beginning with some of the earliest
parish papers produced within the local district.

This tradition continues today through The Epistle, a quarterly printed
parish magazine launched in 2021 and produced entirely in-house by parish
volunteers. The publication reflects the creativity, generosity, and intellectual
life of the parish community, while all profits support the Parish Pantry
outreach ministry.

The Epistle is distinct from the parish website and electronic communications.
As a printed publication, it continues the parish’s longstanding commitment to
thoughtful parish journalism, historical reflection, and community connection.

ST PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Burwood

CHORAL EVENSONG
for the Third Sunday in Lent

5:00pm Sunday 8 March 2026

ST PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Burwood

TRINITY SUNDAY

‘Sunday 31 May 2026
10:00AM CHORAL EUCHARIST

THE EPISTLE

ST PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, BURWOOD NSW

tpaulsburwood.org.au Pentecost to Dedication 2026




OPPORTUNITIES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

St Paul’s enters this new chapter from a position of considerable strength. The
parish has a strong liturgical identity, committed lay leadership, a respected
musical tradition, significant heritage assets, and a congregation deeply
invested in the life of the Church.

At

the same time, the parish

recognises that the next decade offers
significant opportunities for growth,
renewal, and mission, including:

20

Building upon the parish’s strong
liturgical and musical tradition;

Deepening discipleship and
spiritual formation;

Expanding outreach within a
growing and changing urban
community;

Strengthening ministry among
younger adults, students, and
families;

Enhancing pastoral care and
visitation;

Developing opportunities for
evangelism and catechesis;

Increasing community engagement
through music, hospitality,
education, and service;

Preserving and enhancing the
parish’s significant buildings and
heritage.

The parish seeks a Rector who will
provide thoughtful, prayerful, and
confident leadership within this
context.

In particular, St Paul’s seeks a priest
who:

. Is deeply grounded in prayer,

sacramental ministry, and the
spiritual life of the Church;

Possesses emotional maturity,
wisdom, and pastoral sensitivity;

Has the ability and willingness
to engage with members of the
congregation at various levels;

Embraces and has a strong
understanding of the Anglican
Catholic tradition and its place

within contemporary Anglicanism;

Values reverent liturgy and
can celebrate it prayerfully and
confidently;

Is a gifted preacher and teacher
able to communicate the Gospel
with clarity, depth, and warmth;

Understands the importance
of sacred music and supports
the parish’s musical life
wholeheartedly;

Can lead collaboratively with
clergy, lay ministers, volunteers,
and parish leadership;

Is capable of thoughtful
administration and strategic
planning;

Will engage positively with the
cultural diversity of contemporary
Burwood;

Can foster a welcoming and
healthy parish culture marked by
generosity and mutual respect;

Has a vision for mission and
outreach within an urban setting;

Has the ability and willingness
to engage with the wider Church
community, both Anglican and
other denominations;

Will encourage younger
generations while respecting and
valuing the parish’s heritage and
existing congregation;
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. Understands the importance
of balancing continuity with
thoughtful development and
renewal.

The parish does not seek novelty
for its own sake, nor merely the
preservation of inherited forms.
Rather, it seeks a Rector who
understands that faithful Anglican
tradition is living, pastoral,
missionary, and spiritually
nourishing: capable of speaking
meaningfully and confidently to
contemporary society.
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CONCLUSTON

St Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood, is a parish of
significant heritage, spiritual depth, and faithful
witness.

For more than 150 years, the parish has maintained
a strong commitment to reverent Anglican worship,
sacred music, pastoral ministry, Christian service,
and thoughtful engagement with the wider
community. Situated within one of Sydney’s most
diverse and rapidly changing urban centres, St
Paul’s combines a rich historical identity with a
sincere desire to serve the contemporary world
with wisdom, compassion, and faithfulness.

The parish now seeks a new Rector who will
cherish the spiritual and liturgical life of St

Paul’s, strengthen its pastoral and communal life,
encourage mission and growth, and help guide the
parish confidently and prayerfully into the future.

St Paul’s looks forward with hope: grateful for its
inheritance, committed to its present ministry,
and eager to continue proclaiming the Gospel in
the heart of Burwood for generations to come.

ST PAUL’S
Burwood
Since 1871

205-207 Burwood Road
BURWOOD NSW 2134

nominators@stpaulsburwood.org.au







