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The texts and prayers are taken from A Prayer Book for Australia  
© 1995, The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. 
Hymn texts are taken from The New English Hymnal  
© 1996, The English Hymnal Company Ltd.
This booklet © 2026 St Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. All rights 
reserved.
Cover Photo (detail) by Desmond Chu.
Icon (left): Icon of St Paul, in the Chapel of Our Lady

Are you a new parishioner or  
do you need to update your details?

Use this QR code to update your details in our parish 
database and ensure you are kept up-to-date with 
everything going on at St Paul’s Burwood.
Alternatively, you can contact the parish office by phone: 
(02) 9747 4327 or email: info@stpaulsburwood.org.au

Please STAND as the bell is rung and the sanctuary party processes to the chancel.

Greeting
  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
	 Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
The Lord be with you.
	 And also with you.

Introduction
Dear friends: forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was  
offered to the Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming among 
us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In their old 
age Simeon and Anna recognised him as their Lord, as we today sing of his 
glory.
 
In this eucharist, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching 
judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and forward to the coming 
days of his passion.

The Blessing of the Candles
The celebrant blesses the candles with the following prayer:
Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, pour into the hearts of 
your faithful people the brilliance of your eternal splendour, that we, who 
by these kindling flames light up this temple to your glory, may have the 
darkness of our souls dispelled, and so be counted worthy to stand before you 
in that eternal temple where you live and reign,  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
	 Amen.

The Distribution of the Candles
The congregation is invited to come forward to receive their candle which remains alight 
until the end of the Gloria and is relit before the Gradual Hymn, afterwhich it is again 
extinguished.

Once the distribution has ended, the priest continues with the opening sentence:
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel. 
	 Let us pray. 
	 Almighty God, 	to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
	 and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
	 hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy name,  
	 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Welcome to St Paul’s
We warmly welcome you and are glad that you have come to worship God with 
us today as we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
(Candlemas). 
Whether you are visiting for a short while, have moved here and are joining our 
Parish, or are returning to your faith, I welcome you to St Paul’s Anglican Church, 
Burwood.
This historic church, dedicated to St Paul the Apostle & Martyr, was designed by 
the Australian colonial architect Edmund Blacket. It had its foundation stone laid 
on 29 July 1871 and the first service was held in the church on Saturday 27 April 
1872. Since its earliest days St Paul’s has maintained a fine reputation for liturgy and 
music in the Tractarian tradition.
We are very glad that you are here and we look forward to getting to know you. 
Refreshments (tea/coffee), when served, are available in the Parish Hall immediately 
following the service. The hall can be found by turning left when leaving the church.
May God richly bless you!
Peace, 
Fr James Collins OAM 
Rector

Please take this order of service home.
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Psalm: 84
The verses are said alternately between the reader and the congregation. 
Please observe a short break at the colon in the middle of each verse.
1 	 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it: (pause) 
		  the compass of the world and those who dwell therein.
2 	 For he has founded it upon the seas: (pause) 
		  and established it upon the waters.
3 	 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord: (pause) 
		  or who shall stand in his holy place?
4 	 Those who have clean hands and a pure heart: (pause) 
		  who have not set their soul upon idols,  
		  nor sworn their oath to a lie.
5 	 They shall receive blessing from the Lord: (pause) 
		  and recompense from the God of their salvation.
6 	 Of such a kind as this are those who seek him: (pause) 
		  those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
7 	 Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be lifted up,  
	 you everlasting doors: (pause) 
		  and the King of glory shall come in.
8 	 Who is the King of glory?: (pause) 
		  the Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.
9 	 Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be lifted up,  
	 you everlasting doors: (pause) 
		  and the King of glory shall come in.
10 	 Who is the King of glory?: (pause) 
			   the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.

Second Reading: Hebrews 2.14–18
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help 
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like 
his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for 
the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is 
able to help those who are being tested.
For the word of the Lord.
	 Thanks be to God.
Please STAND to sing the gradual hymn during which the people re-light their candles.

Please remain standing for the Kyrie and Gloria

Kyrie eleison
The congregation repeats each petition after the priest. 
Lord, have mercy.		  Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.		  Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.		  Lord, have mercy.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 
the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect
The priest says the collect of the day.
Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only Son was 
presented in the temple in accordance with the law, so we may be dedicated to 
you with pure and clean hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
	 Amen.
Please SIT for the readings and psalm. The people extinguish their candles.

First Reading: Malachi 3.1–4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years.
For the word of the Lord.
	 Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn 
RATISBON  77 77 77� Melody from J.G. Werner’s Choralbuch Leipzig (1815) 
� Harmony by W.H. Havergal (1793-1870)
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1	 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
		  Christ, the true, the only light, 
	 Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
		  Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
	 Dayspring from on high, be near; 
	 Daystar, in my heart appear.

2	 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
		  Unaccompanied by thee; 
	 Joyless is the day’s return, 
		  Till thy mercy’s beams I see; 
	 Till they inward light impart, 
	 Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3	 Visit then this soul of mine, 
		  Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
	 Fill me, radiancy divine, 
		  Scatter all my unbelief; 
	 More and more thyself display, 
	 Shining to the perfect day.

� Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia.
	 Alleluia, Alleluia. 
	 This is the light of revelation to the nations, 
	 and the glory of your people, Israel.
	 Alleluia.
The Alleluia is repeated by all.

The Lord be with you.
	 And also with you.
   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.
	 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel: Luke 2.22–40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in 
his arms and praised God, saying,

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.’

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
For the Gospel of the Lord,
	 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The people extinguish their candles. 
Please SIT for the sermon.

Sermon�  Ms Rosemary King
� Lay Minister 
Please STAND for the Creed.
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Creed
	 We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and  
	 earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
	 begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from  
	 true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; through  
	 him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate  
	 of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For  
	 our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 	he suffered death and  
	 was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  
	 Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  
	 the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
	 dead and his kingdom will have no end.
	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds  
	 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is  
	 worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge  
	 one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of  
	 the dead,   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Please kneel for the prayers.

Prayers of the Faithful. 
One of the following responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy.		  or		  Father, hear our prayer.
	 Hear our prayer.				    Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
At the end of the prayers, the following is recited:
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
	 Grant that what we have asked in faith
	 we may by your grace receive,
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
A selection of Scripture sentences may be used, concluding with the Prayer of Approach:
	 We do not presume
	 to come to your table, merciful Lord,
	 trusting in our own righteousness,
	 but in your manifold and great mercies.
	 We are not worthy
	 so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
	 But you are the same Lord
	 whose nature is always to have mercy.
	 Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
	 so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
	 and to drink his blood,
	 that we may evermore dwell in him
	 and he in us. Amen.

Confession and Absolution 
The priest introduces the confession with words appropriate to the season.
Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations.  
(Silence may be kept) 
Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our sins in penitence and 
faith.
	 Merciful God,
	 our maker and our judge,
	 we have sinned against you
	 in thought, word and deed, and in what we have failed to do:
	 we have not loved you with our whole heart;
	 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
	 we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
	 Father, forgive us.
	 Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The priest pronounces the Absolution. 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
   pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please stand for the Peace.

Greeting of Peace
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high has broken upon 
us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 And also with you.
The greeting of peace is exchanged through a bow towards those seated around you.
Please remain standing to sing the offertory hymn.
An offertory is taken for the work of the parish. This can be done in cash via the 
collection plate, direct debit using the details on page 15 or by scanning the QR 
code to make your offering directly from your mobile phone.
There is also a donation point at the West Door where you can tap your card.
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Offertory Hymn
OLD 120th  66 66 66� Melody as in Este’s Psalter 1592 
� Harmony almost entirely from Ravenscroft’s Psalmes 1621
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1   Hail to the Lord who comes, 
	 Comes to his temple gate! 
     Not with his angel host, 
	 Not in his kingly state; 
     No shouts proclaim him nigh, 
	 No crowds his coming wait;

2   But borne upon the throne 
	 Of Mary’s gentle breast, 
     Watched by her duteous love, 
	 In her fond arms at rest; 
     Thus to his Father’s house 
	 He comes, the heavenly guest.

 
3   There Joseph at her side 
	 In reverent wonder stands; 
     And, filled with holy joy, 
	 Old Simeon in his hands 
     Takes us the promised Child, 
	 The glory of all lands. 

4   Hail to the great First-born 
	 Whose ransom-price they pay! 
     The Son before all worlds, 
	 The Child of man to-day, 
     That he might ransom us 
	 Who still in bondage lay.

 
5   O Light of all the earth, 
	 Thy children wait for thee! 
     Come to thy temples here, 
	 That we, from sin set free, 
     Before thy Father’s face 
	 May all presented be!

� John Ellerton (1826-93)

The Preparation
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have 
received the bread we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life.
	 Blessed be God for ever. 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have 
received the wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it 
will become our spiritual drink.
	 Blessed be God for ever.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
	 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
	 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The priest continues with the Prayer of Thanksgiving. 

Sanctus & Benedictus 
	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
	 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
	   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
	 Hosanna in the highest.

Please KNEEL. The priest continues with the Prayer of Consecration.

Memorial Acclamation
Great is the mystery of faith: 
	 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise:
	   Blessing and honour and glory and power,
	 are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:
	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
	 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
	 Give us today our daily bread. 
	 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever,
	 Amen.

Agnus Dei 
	 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
	 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
	 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.
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Invitation to Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those who are called to his supper.
	 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word  
	 and I shall be healed.
Communion is distributed along the full length of the communion rail.
Please form a single line on the Organ side of the nave and return on the Pulpit side.

Post-Communion Prayer
God of the nations, we thank you for nourishing us with this holy sacrament. 
Guide us by your presence, that we may bring your light to those who dwell 
in darkness, and establish your justice in the earth.
	 Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus  
	 Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit
	 to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen.

Blessing 
May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you, that your lives may be a light 
to the world; and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
	 Amen.

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
	   In the name of Christ. Amen.

Hymn
BLAENWERN  87 87 D� William Rowlands (1860-1937)
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1   Love Divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down,
     Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
    Jesu, thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love thou art;
    Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.

 

2   Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive;
     Suddenly return, and never, never more thy temples leave.
    Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
    Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

 
3   Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be;
     Let us see thy great salvation, perfectly restored in thee,
    Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
    Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise!

� Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Postlude 
Toccata in E minor � Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
To maintain the prayerfulness of the liturgy, it is requested that there be no applause at 
the end of the organ postlude. Please be mindful of those who wish to stay and listen.



Parish Notices 
Weekday Services Resume 
The Wednesday midweek Holy Communion recommences this week on 4 
February at 10:30am in the Chapel of our Lord’s Passion.

Friday Evening Prayer and Holy Communion will occur weekly during Lent, 
beginning on 20 February.

Join us at our First Parish Lunch for 2026 
St Paul’s Parish Lunch at Burwood RSL Club recommences on Sunday 8 
February at 12.30pm at 96 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood.
Please Contact Phillip Seale on 0405 198 420 or phillip@pscontracting.com.au to 
confirm you will be attending or need a lift.
Please wear your name tag so we can get to know each other better.
You will need a driver’s licence or other ID to enter the club. If you wish to join 
the club it is a $2 membership fee per year.
Please note that the Parish Lunch, is held on the second Sunday of the month.

Note of Thanks from Mary Champion 
Thank you all very much for your sincere condolences as well as your 
extremely kind and loving words of comfort to myself and my family 
regarding the recent sudden and sad passing of our very much beloved and 
treasured husband and father Jack. 

With fondest good wishes, Mary, David and Michael Champion
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Support us @ St Paul's

Use this QR code to make a payment via PayPal directly from your 
mobile phone.

General Offertory / Donation Account 
Account Name: 		 St Paul's Anglican Church 
				    BSB: 032-062		  Acc: 818 285

Parish Pantry Account 
Account Name: 		 Parish Pantry 
				    BSB: 032-062		  Acc: 812 238

National Trust Account 
Account Name: 		 National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul's Anglican 
				    Church Burwood 
				    BSB: 032-044		  Acc: 742 926 
				    donations over $2 are tax-deductible

Donations & Bequests
“I bequeath the sum of $____ to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican 

parish of St Paul’s Burwood, to be used at their absolute discretion for the 
charitable or other beneficial purposes of the parish.” 

Wills 
Mark Squire (an 8:00am service parishioner) is a solicitor experienced in 
drafting Wills. While he does not wish to have any commercial association 
with the church and/or its members, he has made an offer to assist, at no 
cost, senior parishioners and community members who wish to make 
donations to the parish in their Wills. 

Mark is concerned to ensure that any senior who wants to help our 
wonderful parish this way is not deterred by the potential cost of so doing. 
Mark can be contacted via the parish office – (02) 9747 4327

Offertory
Collection and other donations this week

			   Offertory: $3,247.41	 Parish Pantry: $375.00                                                                                        

TOTAL GIVING: $3,622.41                         

Thank you for your generous doantion.

Ash Wednesday – 18 February 2026
10:30am  Mid-Week Eucharist with imposition of ashes

6:00pm  Choral Eucharist with imposition of ashes
  Missa orbis factor (Gregorian chant)
  Hide not thou thy face (Richard Farrant, 1525-1580)
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JOIN US @ ST PAUL’S
HOLY COMMUNION
Sundays throughout the year: 
8:00am Said Eucharist – with hymns 
10:00am Choral Eucharist – with the Choir of St Paul’s

Wednesdays: 
10:30am Eucharist

Fridays:  last Friday of the month (weekly during Lent & Advent) 
5:40pm Evening Prayer 
6:00pm Eucharist

Seasonal Services: 
6:00pm Choral Eucharist – with the Choir of St Paul’s 

  Special services are held during the year to mark Feast Days and other days of 
  seasonal significance. These are advertised in the pew bulletin and on our website.

CHORAL EVENSONG
Sundays as advertised: 
5:00pm Choral Evensong – with the Choir of St Paul’s

For further information please visit our website: stpaulsburwood.org.au


